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GET MOM WHAT 
SHE REALLY WANTS!

FLOWERS
WINE

CHOCOLATE
DESSERTS

SUNDAY, MAY 10TH

MOTHER'S DAY

Woodstock’s agreement with the Village Conservancy explained 
By Emma Stanton
Staff Writer

At the end of February, the Woodstock Se-
lectboard and Woodstock Village Board of 
Trustees signed a “letter of agreement” with 
the Woodstock Community Trust regarding its 
newest project — the Woodstock Village Con-
servancy. 

The letter of agreement documents the town 
and village’s long-term vision, potential proj-
ects spearheaded by the Woodstock Village 
Conservancy, and articulates the expected roles 
and responsibilities of each party. 

The Standard spoke to Wendy Spector, proj-
ect team member for the Woodstock Village 
Conservancy, and Tesha Buss, executive direc-
tor of the Woodstock Community Trust, about 
the letter of agreement and what residents can 
expect from the organization. 

Spector said, “A letter of agreement is a very 
general statement of principles [between the con-
servancy and the Town/Village of Woodstock].”

She explained that one principle outlined 
in the agreement is that the town and village 
boards must be informed throughout the plan-
ning process. Another is that only one person 

from the conservancy (Spector) can speak to 
one person at Town Hall (municipal manager 
Eric Duffy). Another principle is that no tax-
payer funds can be used to finance a conservan-
cy initiative; only funds raised by the conser-
vancy itself can be used. 

“So those are sort of large principles,” Spec-
tor added. “Now we must tackle how to shep-
herd an initiative from conception to comple-
tion. That level of detail is not laid out in the 
agreement.” 

Following the signing of the agreement, 
Spector submitted a second document outlining 
the process for pursuing initiatives. “In order to 
make it easier for us, we came up with this idea 
of an initiative outline. This is a document that 
has a number of details in it that we want to be 
able to remember to do every time we have an 
initiative to bring to the boards.” The initiative 
outline will serve as an overview of the project, 
Spector explained. Once the project is present-
ed to the board and they approve the outline, 
the conservancy will get to work fundraising, 
engaging the community, and establishing a 
proper proposal for the town to later vote on. 

“In the first phase [of an initiative], the con-

servancy will be doing a lot of the background 
work without any town staff or board involve-
ment. And then in the second phase, we will 
start to involve [the selectboard/trustee’s] time. 
Then we can go to the public and say that this 
is something that the town is interested in look-
ing into. That is when we will take public feed-
back and discussion, knowing that our initiative 
could go through several iterations before any 
step is finalized. Once we go through the entire 
process, we will have a final proposal presented 
to the board, answer any more questions, and 
then the board will vote on it.” 

The selectboard and trustees have yet to pub-
licly comment on the initiative component of 
this proposal, but residents can expect a discus-
sion in the coming months. 

This week, vice chair of the trustees, Jeffrey 
Kahn, spoke with the Standard about what this 
agreement means for local governing officials. 
“The Woodstock Village Conservancy is real-
ly a bunch of concerned public citizens who 
would like to make improvements that fit in 
with our town and village plan that would not 
require taxpayer funding,” he said. “We would, 
of course, be able to say no to any project that 

does not align with the board’s goals. Our hope 
is that this agreement streamlines communica-
tion and keeps [both boards] and our communi-
ty involved in the process. I think it’s a wonder-
ful form of philanthropy.”

Kahn mentioned that longer-term goals in-
clude renovations to the Village Green and the 
desire to plant trees in the greater Woodstock 
Village. Spector confirmed that those are areas 
of interest for the conservancy, but no plans 
have been formally drafted. 

To conclude, Buss said, “I just want to add 
that it’s really important that everyone feels that 
the Woodstock Community Trust is a commu-
nity-based organization that supports multiple 
projects, and we always welcome feedback. 
If anyone has a project in mind that might fit 
under the umbrella of the trust, reach out! Our 
door is always open, and we’re always growing 
and evolving to support the needs of the com-
munity.” 

Those interested in the Woodstock Village 
Conservancy initiatives or any other communi-
ty-based projects should contact the Woodstock 
Community Trust through its website: wood-
stockcommunitytrust.org.

Hartland plans to explore options for its police services
By Tom Ayres 
Senior Staff Writer

Hartland officials plan to 
rekindle previous discussions 
with police departments in the 
local area about providing con-
tracted services to the town, 
even as municipal leaders pon-
der the renewal of a current 
pact with the Windsor County 
Sheriff’s Department that ex-
pires on June 30.

The sheriff’s department, 
which provides contracted po-
lice services to several Wind-
sor County communities, has 
been coping with the fallout 
after Sheriff Ryan Palmer 
was charged earlier this year 
with two counts of aggravated 
stalking with a deadly weapon, 
two counts of obstruction of 
justice, two counts of prohib-
ited acts and one count of lewd 
and lascivious conduct. Palm-
er denied the charges during a 
January court hearing. Recent-
ly, Palmer pleaded not guilty in 
Vermont Superior Court to five 
new criminal counts, including 
charges of extortion, lewd and 
lascivious conduct and solicit-
ing for prostitution.

While expressing satisfac-
tion with the performance of 
the Windsor County Sheriff’s 
Department under the present 
policing contract, town select-
board members nonetheless 
agreed that it was prudent for 
the town to explore alternative 
options, given the state of un-
certainty that currently envel-
ops the local sheriff’s office.

“I think we’re all aware, 
from the policing perspective, 
that there is continued very 
negative press on Ryan Palm-
er and his running of or his 
actions within the Windsor 
County Sheriff’s Office.” Hart-
land Selectboard chair Phil 
Hobbie said Monday evening, 
kicking off a brief discussion 
of town policing options at the 

the Windsor County law en-
forcement agency — includ-
ing reaching out to other towns 
in the area with their own ded-
icated police forces to find out 
how they might help.

“In light of what’s happen-
ing — and I believe that there 
may be other things that come 
out about with the Windsor 
[County] Sheriff’s Depart-
ment — I think we should ask 
John [Broker-Campbell] to go 
back out and contact some of 
the area police departments to 
see whether or not there is any 

feeling that the sheriff’s office 
was “built on a house of cards 
these days.”

Hobbie reminded the se-
lectboard members that town 
officials actually did reach 
out to police forces in several 
nearby communities. “I agree 
with you that we should go 
forward,” Hobbie told Ken-
nedy. “But the safety and po-
licing committee actually did 
contact Hartford, Windsor, and 
Woodstock — and at that time, 
the answer was, ‘No.’ Let’s go 
back and ask them now and 

K9 Kye wins award
In a press release from the Windsor County Sheriff’s 
Department, Chief Deputy Claude Weyant announced 
that Deputy Jackson Howe and K9 Kye were awarded 
the 2025 Vermont Police Canine Association (VPCA) 
Dedication Award at the K9 Ball in Burlington on May 
2. The VPCA consists of roughly 46 canine teams in 
Vermont and New Hampshire. The dedication award is 
given to the VPCA K9 team that best engages with their 
community and surrounding communities through 
their canine work. Deputy Howe and K9 Kye have at-
tended public demonstrations and visited more than 
a dozen schools and preschools, building positive re-
lationships between law enforcement and community 
members of all ages. Pictured, K9 Kye stays focused 
on signals from Deputy Howe while participating in a 
training exercise.       Windsor County Sheriff’s Department Photo

municipal governing body’s 
regular bimonthly meeting. 
“We have a contract coming 
up for renewal beginning July 
1. Some towns are pulling out 
[of agreements with the sher-
iff’s department], and I guess 
this discussion is about what 
we do, if anything.”

Hartland town manager John 
Broker-Campbell offered his 
assessment of the current po-
licing situation in town. “The 
intention is to have a broader 
discussion on policing in Hart-
land,” Broker-Campbell told 
the selectboard members on 
Monday. “What you have in 
your [board] packet is the final 
report that was put together by 
the Policing in Hartland Com-
mittee a couple of years ago, 
outlining what the expecta-
tions were and what the desires 
were. From the town perspec-
tive, there has not been much 
change in our interactions with 
the Windsor County Sher-
iff’s Office. In the past three 
months, we are continuing to 
see the same service being pro-
vided — and we continue to be 
happy with [that] service.”

Selectboard clerk Jim Ri-
elly suggested that “it sounds 
like the staff that [the sheriff’s 
department] uses really under-
stands the town.” Rielly added 
that “the intent was to have, to 
the maximum extent possible, 
a couple of dedicated deputies 
in Hartland who would get to 
know people — and that’s been 
successful.” Rielly also point-
ed out that the current policing 
contract has a 30-day opt-out 
clause. “We can always termi-
nate it, so there’s no risk to us. 
Our only risk is that we don’t 
have policing,” he said.

Hartland Selectboard vice 
chair Thomas Kennedy sug-
gested taking a more deliber-
ative approach to the question 
of the contract renewal with 

interest on their part to consid-
er contracting with Hartland 
for police services,” Kennedy 
said. “We are getting value 
[from the sheriff’s deputies] 
— and the cost for possibly us-
ing a municipal police depart-
ment compared to the Windsor 
County sheriff is going to be 
more expensive. We’re going 
to get people with better cer-
tification and things like that 
— and so I feel that we really 
should be moving forward in 
that direction.” Fiscally speak-
ing, Kennedy said he had the 

see what we get,” Hobbie sug-
gested.

In the end, the selectboard 
agreed to delay discussion of 
the policing contract until it 
can be revived at a regularly 
scheduled bimonthly meet-
ing of the governing body in 
June. In the meantime, Bro-
ker-Campbell will reach out to 
his counterparts and the police 
chiefs in other area communi-
ties for more information about 
the possibility of contracting 
with those municipalities for 
police services.


