
The Vermont Standard - 04/24/2025

April 25, 2025 7:39 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

PAGE 2B	 VERMONT STANDARD—WOODSTOCK, VERMONT	 THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2025

Hoppy egg 
hunting!

The Barnard General Store hosted its annual 
Pancake Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday morning, with children tracking down 
Easter eggs hidden indoors throughout the store. 
Pictured, a group of Egg Hunt attendees wearing 
Easter Bunny masks.        Courtesy of Jillian Bradley

Gravel rides will be starting 
soon, and are a little more re-
laxed. “We'll have a volunteer 
who will pick a route and we'll 
make a two-hour loop in some 
direction from the East End 
park,” says Harris. The gravel 
rides also operate with a no-
drop policy. The terrain ends up 
being an easier ride since they 
are mostly on roads as opposed 
to trails. WAMBA’s website 
mentions that they are great for 
beginners, but that routes with 

more difficulty may be chosen, 
depending on circumstances 
and the riders who are pres-
ent. Gravel rides take place on 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m., with 
riders meeting at East End Park 
to start.  These rides started on 
April 23 and will go through fall 
as conditions allow.

Every year, rides start at a 
different date depending on 
when the trails are ready. “It's 
a little weather and a little vol-
unteer dependent,” says Harris. 

Like many outdoor events this 
year, they are a little later than 
usual. Tuesday Women’s rides 
and Thursday MTB rides will 
start the week of May 5. Thurs-
day kids’ rides, for first through 
fourth graders, will likely start 
at the end of May, though no 
date has been set for that. This 
is a slight change from last year, 
when kids’ rides were held on 
Fridays.

While rides are open to the 
public, Harris encourages peo-

ple who may be interested to 
consider membership. “The dol-
lars support our efforts to main-
tain the trails,” he says. Mem-
bership is through VMBA, so 
benefits cover areas throughout 
the state. Those benefits are a 
key feature, according to Harris. 
“There's tremendous benefits 
for riders. Discounts on food, 
drink, bike, travel gear. The app 
has discounts at hundreds of 
places.” WAMBA is looking to 
upgrade its trail maintenance 

equipment, and Harris says any 
new memberships will help with 
that.

Though membership is ap-
preciated, the focus for WAM-
BA and Harris is on making 
mountain biking more accessi-
ble for everyone. “If someone 
is unsure where to start, they 
should head to our website,” 
Harris says. That can be found 

at mtbwoodstock.com. “One 
of our volunteers would come 
out and work with somebody 
to introduce them to the trails, 
and how to get started,” he says. 
Harris also mentions that even 
people looking to decide if the 
sport is for them should reach 
out. “We’re always happy to talk 
about mountain biking to any-
one who will listen.”
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sion courtesy. This was their first time there as a DII team. Head 
coach Paul Bremel wasn’t too concerned about it for this meet, but 
did acknowledge that it had some effect. “We wouldn’t normally be 
here for our first meet, and that’s a change, but the [low] turnout 
[because of spring break] makes it harder to gauge how different 
it is,” Bremel said. The student athletes were certainly aware of the 
difference; most of them were excited for the opportunity. Courcey 
expanded on this sentiment, saying, “It’s a chance for us to prove 
ourselves, and show we can hang with the big dogs. And I think we 
can.” Bremel is likewise optimistic, but withheld making any pre-
dictions. “I think it’ll be good for them, but we’ll have to see how it 
plays out.”

While the meet did not yield any fantastic results, with Wood-
stock coming in sixth overall for the boys out of nine schools and 
seventh overall for the girls out of 10 schools, there were some nota-
ble competitors for the Wasps. Senior Izzy Cellini placed third in the 
800 meters and 2nd in the 1500 meters, the latter an event in which 
she finished third in the state championship last year. Both boys and 
girls 4x800 teams had respectable times, coming in second place. 
Unfortunately, there was only one other team in both races, but both 
races were fairly close. Senior Carter Warren finished eighth out of 
20 competitors in the 12kg shot put event, with a distance of 9.62m. 
This was his first time competing in that event. Warren also tied for 
third in the 200-meter dash, just eight-tenths of a second behind first 

place. Senior Myra McNaughton finished third in the 3000-meter 
race and in the 1kg discus event. 

McNaughton also echoed the sentiment of the day, that the meet 
was best seen as a chance to get on a competitive track, especially 
for the relatively young team. “Some of the kids racing today have 
never been on an actual track before,” she said, “So, they might be 
nervous.” The combination of a young team and the lack of access 
to true track and field equipment colored much of the event. Coach 
Martha Perkins had mixed feelings about the access to regulation 
track and equipment. “They’re out there running in ruts,” she said, 
referring to the dirt paths the Wasps use to practice. But Perkins 
isn’t completely sure this is a net negative. “It’s not perfectly flat 
either. That might help them in the long run, though. They build bet-
ter awareness and endurance,” she said. On the other hand, a lack 
of equipment certainly does have an effect on some events. Sopho-
more Elijah Tyrell cleared a regulation hurdle for the first time ever 
at the meet, a less-than-desirable way to start. 

While the results of the day were not fantastic, the Wasps who 
were able to attend got a good chance to warm up for the season. 
Perkins sees the results of the day as a way to set progress for the 
rest of the season. “Now that they know how they are going to do 
on a standard track, we can set the pace for the rest of the season. 
We know what we need to work on, and we know where to focus,” 
she said.
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Woodstock Village Conservancy volunteers 
propose making renovations at The Green
By Emma Stanton
Staff Writer

The Woodstock Village Conservancy presented a plan to the 
Woodstock Selectboard on Tuesday, April 15, seeking support for 
their proposed project to restore the Village Green and create a saf-
er, more pedestrian-friendly space on the surrounding roadways. 

In the first part of the presentation, Wendy Spector of the Wood-
stock Village Conservancy explained why they wish to renovate The 
Green. Spector, who is a leading figure in the all-volunteer group, 
explained to the Standard, “The Green is a central and iconic space 
in the village, and yet it lacks intentionality in its design. It is not 
sustainably managed, nor is it nearly as accessible as it should be. 
There is a lack of connection with other green spaces in town, and 
The Green harbors unsafe roads for cars, bikes, and pedestrians.” 

The group hoped to get the selectboard’s blessing to continue pur-
suing the project, which will include recruiting volunteers, raising 
funds, and applying for grants. “We recognize that the town and 
the village has no money, and even though you've had ideas of what 
you've wanted to do, this has always been an issue,” Spector said at 
the meeting. “So what we propose is that we will seek grants and 
private donations to get some of this work done. We know that 
elected officials and staff have no time, so we're proposing to mo-
bilize volunteers to do the work. We know that change is hard, so 
we propose to gather the facts to educate the public about the prob-
lems and seek their input to identify improvements. What we are 
looking for from you is just your support. We don't want to burden 
you. We want to make life easier for you. So we propose to explore 
restoration — meaning intentional designs — and financing the resto-
ration of The Green.” 

The board granted that preliminary approval. 
Spector went on to present historic photos to the selectboard at 

the meeting, showing what The Green looked like in the 1800s be-
fore vehicles circled the perimeter. “We don’t want to necessarily 
return to The Green of 1870,” Spector said, “But we would like to 
find a way to bridge the old with the new to keep what works and 

find solutions for the aspects of that space that are not sustainable 
for the health and wellness of the community.”

Spector says the identifiable issues that could be addressed in-
clude: the fact that replanting has been undermined by insufficient 
watering and lack of aeration, leading to compaction and pooling; 
the iron fence is rusted; and the shed, benches, and tables have been 
poorly maintained over the years. Spector says the goal is to create 
intentional, accessible, and sustainable renovations that solve these 
issues and create an aesthetically pleasing, safe, and usable space for 
tourists and residents alike. 

If approved, the renovation would likely take place next spring. 
The second component of the Woodstock Village Conservancy 

presentation addressed the safety issues on the portions of Route 
4 surrounding The Green, especially for pedestrians, bicyclists, and 

drivers. Mike Green, who will be spearheading this portion of the 
initiative, told the Standard, “The Village Corridor Project is not 
just about The Green, but to make sure that the entire village is safe 
and efficient for pedestrians and bicyclists. A recent study on cy-
clist tourism found that tens of thousands of cyclists come through 
Woodstock each year, parking down at the trailhead, the East End 
Park, and South Woodstock. The study found that there is no easy 
way for cyclists to get from these areas to the downtown corridor. 
One of our priorities will be to install appropriate signage and infra-
structure — bike lanes, crosswalks, and ‘share the road’ signs. Our 
goal is to make Woodstock safer for visitors and residents.”

Another component to this proposal, Green mentioned, regards 
the safety of children. “The children of Woodstock need to be able 
to safely ride their bikes to and from school. Woodstock Elementary 
promotes cycling safety and advocacy days, but our town does not 
currently have adequate support for our children. Something needs 
to change,” he said. 

Cyclists are not the only priority. The Woodstock Village Con-
servancy is also proposing modifications to the sidewalks, making 
them longer, wider, and more connected in the village to create a 
safer walking path for pedestrians. In addition to this, a vehicular 
audit would be conducted around the roadways to make the am-
biguous two-lane system more clearly defined and safer for drivers. 
Parking is also an issue that the Woodstock Village Conservancy 
hopes to remedy. 

To address these problems and begin the process of implement-
ing solutions, Green will be conducting an audit of vehicle, bicycle, 
and pedestrian safety this spring, while the Woodstock Village Con-
servancy awaits grant funding. Green concluded, “Our plan is quite 
simple. The first step is to be aware of the issue, the second is to be-
come educated on town infrastructure, the third is to find solutions 
and resources, and the fourth is to come together to form a smart 
plan of action. I feel as though the Woodstock Village Conservancy 
has intentionally completed each of these four steps. The only thing 
left to do now is get to work!” 

During the summer, The Green plays host to the weekly 
“Market on the Green.

Courtesy of Wendy Spector

Area towns are complying with Treasury Dept.’s 
new ‘vigorous’ vetting of ARPA expenditures
By Tom Ayres 
Senior Staff Writer

Responding to a late-March email missive from 
the U.S. Department of the Treasury, local offi-
cials have expressed confidence that their towns 
are in full compliance with federal regulations 
regarding how the communities allocated funds 
received for coronavirus recovery under the 
COVID-era American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).

Area towns have already filed or are in the pro-
cess of filing annual reports with the Treasury 
Department detailing how they obligated ARPA 
funds for completed or ongoing projects by the 
federally mandated deadline of December 31, 
2024. The final reports must be submitted to the 
federal government by April 30.

In the March 25 email to all communities na-
tionwide that received ARPA support, Treasury 
officials averred that they were planning to “vig-
orously monitor” the reports and that they were 
“committed to recouping funds used in violation” 

of the rules and guidance established by the ARPA 
legislation when it was passed by the U.S. Senate 
and House and signed into law by President Biden 
in March of 2021. “Treasury intends to enhance 
compliance checks on the obligation data submit-
ted by recipients as part of its efforts to ensure tax-
payer funds are used in accordance with program 
requirements,” the March 25 notification stated. 
“Treasury intends to recoup funds obligated or ex-
pended impermissibly and to recapture funds that 
were not obligated by the deadline.”

In communications to the Standard this past 
week, officials in four area communities all said 
they were confident that the voluminous number 
of documents that the towns have submitted to 
the Treasury are in order and in compliance with 
the ARPA rules and procedures. The officials also 
shared the total amount of ARPA funds expended 
or obligated to projects in each of their communi-
ties prior to the Dec. 31, 2024, deadline.

“The town and village have followed all the fed-
eral guidelines for allocating federal funds, which 

these were, and we expended all the funds by the 
deadline,” Woodstock Municipal Manager Eric 
Duffy reported on Friday. “We are confident that 
we followed all of their guidelines, and we’re con-
fident that if there were to be an audit, it would be 
without any findings.” The comprehensive report-
ing protocols dictated that towns document their 
ARPA-funded expenditures and obligations in 
minute detail, as evidenced by the fact that Duffy 
said that Woodstock Town received and spent 
$616,530.80 in ARPA funds, while Woodstock 
Village netted and spent $256,478.53 via the fed-
eral recovery program.

Next door in Hartland, Municipal Manager 
John Broker-Campbell and Finance Director 
Martin Dole weighed in with their town’s ARPA 
tally.

“We've been working closely with Sarah Wright, 
[the senior planner] at the Two Rivers-Ottauquec-
hee Regional Commission, who has been kind 
of the point person in terms of assisting towns 
with reporting and expenditures, and as far as we 

are aware, we have done everything by the book, 
and have filed all of our reports as needed,” Bro-
ker-Campbell said Monday afternoon. Dole re-
ported that Hartland’s total take from the ARPA 
funding pool was $1,048,502.52.

Bridgewater Town Clerk Nancy Robertson re-
ported Monday that her community received an 
even $287,000 in funding from ARPA, virtually 
all of it in a short timeframe after the Recovery 
Act was passed four years ago. Bridgewater allo-
cated all the ARPA money to help defray the cost 
of a significant upgrade and expansion of its mu-
nicipal wastewater treatment plant.

In a Monday morning text message, Pomfret 
Selectboard Chair Ben Brickner said that the 
town’s funding allocation from ARPA totaled 
$255,044.02. “All of Pomfret’s ARPA funds were 
obligated as required by the Dec. 31, 2024 (in 
most cases long before then) and all obligations 
have been documented,” Brickner reported.


