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Art Center Open House
Last Saturday, the AVA Gallery and Art Center in Lebanon, N.H. 
hosted an open house. Guests enjoyed artist demonstrations, open 
studios, musical performances, a tour of the building and a special 
holiday party to finish off the day. Above, Sculptural Education 
Manager Roger Goldenberg demonstrates twisting wire. Right, 
Chad Reed at the pottery wheel. Below, painter Aline Ordman hosts 
a pastel painting demonstration and raffle.      Photos Provided

New program connects those in need with assistance
By Tom Ayres 
Senior Staff Writer

The HUB, a new program operating under the aus-
pices of the Woodstock Community Trust and the 
Ottauquechee Health Foundation, 

will serve as a central point of contact for 
people facing financial crises in seven 
communities in the region.

“The HUB grew out of the very suc-
cessful efforts of WARF — the Wood-
stock Area Relief Fund — that emerged 
during the COVID pandemic,” comment-
ed Denise Lyons of Woodstock, one of 
the lead organizers of the new initiative, 
during a Monday phone conversation. 
“And WARF, in a sense, built on the more 
informal but still highly successful efforts 
of local communities collaborating after 
Tropical Storm Irene. We asked ourselves how we could 
make this a more permanent organization and make it as 
efficient and collaborative as possible.”

The HUB effort brings together community service 
organizations and volunteers in Barnard, Bridgewater, Kil-
lington, Plymouth, Pomfret, Reading, and Woodstock into 
one mutual aid network that serves as a conduit for people 

needing help with utility bills, medical expenses, food 
insecurity, car payments, home repairs, and other financial 
needs, Lyons noted.

“There are nearly 30 stakeholders representing service 
providers such as the Thompson Senior 
Center and Senior Solutions, as well as 
the various funding sources in all of our 
towns, such as Barnard Helping Hands, 
the Plymouth Memory Tree, and the 
Faulkner Fund in Woodstock,” The HUB 
community organizer explained.

“We’re very aware of the kinds of 
crises that our neighbors were experienc-
ing during the pandemic and that many 
people face those kinds of events in the 
course of their ordinary, daily lives as 
well – situations such as divorce, job 
loss, family illness, or simply financial 

stress,” Lyons noted. The multitown program was inspired 
and informed by the mutual aid networks that sprouted 
across Vermont during the pandemic, such as RAMAN, 
the Randolph Area Mutual Aid Network that serves people 
in crisis in the communities of Randolph, Braintree, and 
Brookfield in Orange County.

“The HUB has a whole array of resources,” Lyons of-
fered. “We’ve trained community volunteer advocates – we 
call them case advocates — so that when someone calls 
The HUB or fills out an application online, they’re con-
nected to a volunteer who’s really plugged into all of the 
resources and can help connect that person with whatever 
they need.” The goal, Lyons added, is to reduce redundan-
cies in offering crisis assistance by providing a streamlined 
point of contact for people in need.

“An added benefit is that we are putting a lot of empha-

sis on confidentiality,” The HUB spokesperson continued. 
“Sometimes people living in a small town don’t want to 
contact that town’s funding organization or source out 
of concern for their privacy. They think, ‘I don’t want 
everybody in town to know about my problems.’ The HUB 
offers anonymity for people who want to connect with a 
local funding source with protection for their identity.” 

Perusal of the support application form on The Hub web-
site confirms Lyons’ assertion: residents of Barnard, for 
example, can connect confidentially with Barnard Helping 
Hands through the application. The same is true for Plym-
outh residents and the Plymouth Memory Tree funding 
source, and for Woodstock residents and the Faulkner 
Fund, which was established in 1959 from a bequest in the 
will of Marian G. Faulkner to the American Red Cross to 
“help in the care of needy and deserving persons living in 
Woodstock.”

People in the four other communities served by the 
newly formed HUB effort, including residents of Bridge-
water, Killington, Pomfret, and Reading, can choose to 
be connected confidentially with other regional service 
organizations that are part of the collaborative aid network, 
including the King’s Daughters and Sons, Pivotal Steps, 
and the Ottauquechee Health Foundation.

There are four ways for people in financial need to con-
nect with The HUB and its affiliated services for support. 
Interested parties can complete an online application at 
apply.thehubneighbors.org/form or they can seek help via 
email at apply@thehubneighbors.org. The HUB also has 
a dedicated, volunteer-run help line at (802) 457-7214. 
And lastly, individuals and families in need can pick up an 
application form for The HUB support outside the Ottau-
quechee Health Foundation office at Simmons House at 30 
Pleasant Street in Woodstock.

EDC to consider 
child care grant 
requests Dec. 15
By Tom Ayres 
Senior Staff Writer

The Woodstock Economic Development Commis-
sion (EDC) will hold a special public meeting next 
Thursday, Dec. 15, to consider final applications for 

large grants from four area child care providers. Funding 
from the EDC’s newly established Major Grants Program 
may be allocated to one or more organizations to help ease 
the child care crisis affecting families in the region.

Proposals for EDC grant support from three Woodstock 
providers — The Community Campus (TCC), Rainbow 
Playschool, and Woodstock Christian Child Care (WCCC) 
— and the Bridgewater Community Childcare (BCC) seek 
funds to support staff, facility, and program expansion. 
The grant requests range from $35,000 to support three 
months of core costs for after-school programming at TCC 
to $140,000 to facilitate staff expansion at the Rainbow 
Playschool, which would allow the child care provider to 
serve up to 21 additional children aged six weeks to three 
years old and their families.

WCCC is seeking $60,000 in funding to enable the 
purchase of equipment and materials for a new room at 
the child care center to serve after school groups in grades 
pre-K through two. BCC, the only non-Woodstock-based 
child care center under consideration for a major EDC 
grant, is requesting $100,000 to help cover a substantial 
portion of proposed expansion costs at the facility, which 
is housed in the former Village School that is now home 
to the Bridgewater Community Center. The expansion will 
allow BCC to create 22 new child care slots for infants and 
toddlers ages six weeks to three years.

EDC commissioners will review the four proposals and 
hear comments from the public at the special meeting at 8 
p.m. on Dec. 15 at Woodstock Town Hall and via Zoom. 
Should the EDC give its okay to any or all of the proposals 
that evening, the final decision on any child care funding 
will rest with the Woodstock Town Selectboard.

“I hope that anyone who is affected by this issue can 
attend the meeting, either in person or by Zoom, to show 
support,” Todd Ullman, the chair of the EDC’s Child Care 
Working Group, said in a text message on Monday. For 
more details on the child care funding effort and a Zoom 
link to the Dec. 15 meeting, visit woodstock-vermont.com.

Scott C. Morrow, 66, died on Nov. 28, 2022 after a brief 
illness. He was born in Burlington and raised in Barre, Vt. 
by Robert and Lee along with his three brothers. Upon 
graduation from Spaulding High School, Scott went off to 
college in Boston. College was not for him, so he ventured 
to Alaska in his VW bus, and then to Montana. He even-
tually settled back in Vermont, living in Eden, Fairfax and 
Waterbury Center before relocating to Stockbridge.

Alpine skiing was one of Scott’s greatest passions, ski 
bumming at Sugarbush and Stowe during the day and 
working restaurants at night, gathering a large group of 
friends along the way. He enjoyed one last ski trip to Alta 
in February 2022 chasing a few more powder runs.

Scott had an incredible aptitude for fixing all types of 
electrical and mechanical machines and equipment. He 

spent several decades in industrial 
food processing sales and service, 
including Blodgett Oven Compa-
ny, Hoegger Food Technology and 
Edlund Company. He traveled the 
world installing and troubleshoot-
ing equipment before retiring in 
2020. 

Upon retirement, Scott worked 
part-time as an educational guide 
at Billings Farm and Museum 

in Woodstock. He especially enjoyed interacting with the 
baby animals and sharing them with the young children. 
If he could make someone happy, then he was happy. In 
November 2019 Scott created a festive Christmas holiday 
season for his 96 year old mom to brighten her spirits, 
that’s the type of kind and caring man he was.

Scott also had a passion for cars, especially his 1972 
Datsun 240Z. He spent the past two years restoring his 
sports car. He proudly drove it locally and reveled in the 
attention he received as people stopped to inquire about it.

Scott is survived by his wife Tyna (Christina) Gallagher 

Obituary

Ora E. Paul American Legion 
Commander Rodney Croft dies

Rodney Croft, Commander of the Ora E. Paul 
American Legion Post No. 24 in Woodstock, 
passed away as a result 

of a fall going up the stairs on 
Tuesday morning at his home 
in East Barnard. Treasurer of 
the organization, Jim Ford, 
said of Croft’s legacy: “Rod 
Croft was a phenomenal per-
son and a wonderful American. 
He served his country in Viet-
nam, suffering severe injuries. 
He continued to serve us through his dedication to the 
Ora E.Post #24, (the American Legion) as our Com-
mander for many years. He was a true gentleman and 
such a kind person. I am fortunate to have called him 
a friend and will miss him greatly, particularly his fre-
quent calls reminding me to do something for the Post. 
He will be sorely missed and  I extend my sympathy to 
Mary and the Croft family.” 

and their black lab Millie of Stockbridge, Vt.; as well as 
his brother Kim (Tracey) Morrow of Barre, Vt.; his brother 
Craig (Christine) Morrow of Simsbury, Conn.; and five 
nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his brother 
James.

Scott loved to cook and host gatherings with family and 
friends. One of his directives upon his death was to throw 
a party in his honor. This wish will be honored with a cele-
bration of his life in the summer of 2023.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation during this 
holiday season to: Vermont Food Bank, vtfoodbank.org; or 
The Dorset Equine Rescue, dorsetequinerescue.org

Scott C. Morrow, 66
Avid skier, sports car enthusiast, bright spirit


