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In a unique collaborative venture, The Woodland 
Fairy opens new location in Woodstock

1ST FIRECRACKER 5K!
The Ottauquechee River Trail (ORT) held its first fundraiser 

on July 4th—the Firecracker 5K Fun Walk/Run—and 
it was a great success! We were pleased to have 240 

people walk or run on our beautiful trail, and to have raised 
funds for the maintenance and improvement of the ORT 
for an entire year. We are so grateful to the many people 
and organizations that contributed their funds, time, and 

talents to make the 2026 Firecracker 5K a success!

Thank You for a Successful

SPONSORS
Max Comins Performing Arts Center • Mascoma Bank • Vermont Farmstead Cheese • 802 Pure • ArborScape • Bar Harbor Bank

 Biscuit Hill Pilates • Brothers of the Tee • Dead River Company • J. Dillon Group, Inc. • Discovery Bicycle Tours
Ellaway Property Management • Farmhouse Pottery • Fierce Community Fitness • Janice Graham/rmw Accounting 

Angela Moore • On The River Inn • Ottauquechee Yacht Club • Snyder Donegan • Woodstock Farmers’ Market 
Woodstock Inn & Resort – Woodstock Insurance • Woodstock Rotary • Woodstocker B&B • Worthy Kitchen • Yellow House Organizing

PROPERTY OWNERS
Woodstock Resort Corporation • East End Partners • Sunset Farms Condominium Association • Woodstock Wastewater Treatment Facility

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
250th Celebration Committee • Abracadabra Coffee • Woodstock Boy Scout Troop 220 • Anything Printed • East Barnard Community Club

JC Property Management, LLC • The Mill Building • Pentangle Arts • Ranch Camp • Rose Hip Jam
South Woodstock Fire Department  • The Woodland Fairy • Woodstock Community Trust

Woodstock Public Works & EMS – WUHS Cross Country Team
VOLUNTEERS

Jedediah Baker • Barbara Barry • Jennifer Belton • Keri Bristow • Doug Calvey • Susan Chiefsky
Nerissa Edwards • Sally Garmon • Jeffrey Hawkins • Madison Hawkins • Tish Lewis

Donna Morris-Calvey • Sue Palmer-Wetherald  • Martha Perkins • Beth Rattigan
 Jim Sadwith • Steve Vogl • Cynthia Volk

THE FIRECRACKER 5K COMMITTEE
Dave Bollinger • Scott Cone • Thistle Cone • Ed Esmond • Bo Gibbs • Mary Hawkins

Wendy Jackson • Sharon Rigali • Phil Robertson • Tom Weschler

By Justin Bigos
Staff Writer

The Woodland Fairy has ex-
panded with a new, second lo-
cation and new business part-
ners in Woodstock.

In addition to its bakery in 
Quechee, The Woodland Fairy 
is now in its third week operat-
ing a breakfast and lunch café 
on the first floor of 61 Central 
St. in Woodstock. The Wood-
land Fairy is leasing the space 
from developer John Holland 
and chef and restaurateur 
Matt Lombard, owner of the 
fine-dining restaurant Mangal-
itsa, which had operated on the 
second floor of 61 Central St. 
until early 2022, and the bistro 
Santé, which is currently op-
erating downstairs in conjunc-
tion with The Woodland Fairy.

The Woodland Fairy is now 
operating breakfast and lunch 
service, with Santé taking over 
at dinner. 

The Woodland Fairy’s new 
venture is a collaborative part-
nership with whiskey-distill-
ing newcomers Sunny Bear 
Whiskey Co., which was 
established in 2025 and just 

launched its first whiskey this 
year, along with the whiskey 
company’s dog rescue-support 
mission, Sunny Bear Cares. 
Operating out of the same lo-
cation, both businesses will 
sell their wares while also col-
laborating on products such as 
whiskey-infused trail mix and 
baked goods.

The Woodland Fairy co-own-
ers Scott and Kelly Simpson 
told the Standard earlier this 
week that their new venture 
feeds into their values and 
their commitment to the local 
community. “The second lo-
cation was a decision amongst 
a collaboration that was de-
veloping between us, Santé, 
and Sunny Bear’s co-owners, 
Jay Abrams and Dave Cohen 
— which, amongst the three 
of us, are developing an even 
larger expansion project for 
the future. But when Santé’s 
space through Matt Lombard 
became available through an 
even larger collaboration, it 
made the most sense. Sunny 
Bear is a Vermont-based whis-
key company [whose] profits 
go to dog rescue, so it mirrored 

our vision as far as the food 
shelf [created last year in the 
Quechee bakery] and giving 
back to the community,” Scott 
Simpson told the Standard.

Kelly Simpson elaborated 
on how the partnership with 
Sunny Bear developed: “Jay 
and Dave ended up coming 
into our bakery because they 
were trying to find a bakery 
that can utilize their bourbon 
in some of their baked goods, 
and also a bakery to make dog 
treats for their Sunny Bear 
Cares, in which any merchan-
dise or whiskey bottles — any 
funds that come in through 
those — get donated to local 
and national dog rescues.” She 
added, “They believed in our 
values, and their morals are 
the same as ours. The idea is 
to give back to the communi-
ty.” She said the latest exam-

ples of this partnership were 
Sunny Bear and The Wood-
land Fairy’s sponsorship of 
the Lucy Mackenzie Humane 
Society Gala last weekend, 
along with both companies 
sponsoring the Upper Valley 
Nighthawks baseball team this 
season.

The Simpsons say this new 
space allows The Woodland 
Fairy to continue what they do 
well, while also offering a sit-
down dining experience.

The food shelf that the Simp-
sons created in their bakery last 
year — offering day-old bagels 
and baked goods to anyone in 
need, no questions asked — is 
something they plan to set up 
in their café, as well. “We are 
doing the exact same setup, 
same retail packaging, same 
breakfast menu, lunch menu,” 
said Scott. “There might be a 

few different bakery items in 
the different towns, because 
of different demographics, dif-
ferent likes, dislikes, but we 
want to help both locations. 
We want to make something 
special for Woodstock.”

Both Scott and Kelly Simp-
son call Woodstock home 
— it’s where they first began 
baking bagels in their 1850s 
log cabin — and so open-
ing the new venture is a kind 
of homecoming. “Woodland 
Fairy originated from Wood-
stock, out of our family’s log 
cabin, and when we moved 
our production out of Wood-
stock and into Quechee, our 
branding, our home base, our 
children, everything still en-
veloped Woodstock,” said 
Kelly Simpson. Abrams and 
Cohen at Sunny Bear told the 
Standard that they and their 

families “have been in love 
with the Woodstock area for 
many years,” with Abrams re-
cently moving to Woodstock 
to launch Sunny Bear Whiskey 
and make Woodstock its center 
of operations.

“When we were discussing 
with Sunny Bear Whiskey start-
ing this new mission, essential-
ly starting this new adventure, 
we automatically thought, 
‘Let’s get back into Woodstock 
because our product is there 
anyway. Our children go to the 
school there, our house is there. 
We would love to have an addi-
tional satellite location right in 
the center of Woodstock.’ What 
we represent was lacking, and 
we wanted to bring that heart 
into it. We are accomplishing 
it, and it is being well received 
from the community,” Kelly 
Simpson concluded.

The Woodland Fairy co-owners Scott and Kelly Simpson have partnered with Sunny Bear Whiskey Co’s Jason 
Abrams (pictured at far right) to launch a second location for the bakery, which now also serves breakfast and 
lunch alongside Sunny Bear bottled whiskey and merchandise on the first floor of 61 Central St. in Woodstock, 
which still serves as the dinnertime home of the bistro Santé. 		             Courtesy of Scott and Kelly Simpson

The Woodland Fairy and Sunny Bear Whiskey Co. have 
partnered to create items such as dog biscuits and 
whiskey-infused trail mix. Courtesy of Scott and Kelly Simpson


