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Don’t miss Henderson’s Lease Program for the 2023 season!
Get your Adult and Jr Ski and 
Snowboard Leases Now!
The area’s premier Wintersteiger Tuning Shop! 
New state of the art technology!
Outerwear, Clothing, 
Accessories and more!

Route 4, Quechee, VT
Hours 7 days a week 9-5

802-295-1973

Need Uphill Gear? 
Stop in for great pricing!

www.hendersonskis.comFollow us on 
Run by Skiers and Riders 

for Skiers and Riders

Too ghoul for school	 Rick Russell Photo

Woodstock Elementary School (WES) students showed off a wide variety of Halloween costumes 
Tuesday afternoon during their annual Halloween Parade through Woodstock, where they made their 
way around The Green before returning to the classroom. Above, Colt Worrell, as a soldier, and Brantley 
Ricard, as Spider Man, lead the way for the kindergarten class. See page 8A for more photos.

Woodstock’s Megan Henderson earns 
Congressional Award Gold Medal
By Lauren Dorsey
Staff Writer

Megan Henderson, a Woodstock native and high school 
senior, recently earned The Congressional Award Gold 
Medal, the highest honor the United States Congress can 
give young civilians. Henderson, who has been working 
towards the award for four years, had to complete a five-
day exploration and dedicate over 800 
hours to volunteering, personal de-
velopment, and fitness. Looking back 
on the experience, Henderson told the 
Standard, “It’s made such an impact in 
many people’s lives and my own.”

The award, established in 1979 un-
der President Jimmy Carter, recogniz-
es the achievements of U.S. residents 
between the ages of 13 and 24. Participants can earn 
bronze, silver, or gold medals. Each requires meeting a set 
number of hours split across four program areas: Voluntary 
Public Service, Personal Development, Physical Fitness, 
and Expedition or Exploration. 

Henderson earned the medal through her work with the 
National Leadership Council (NLC), a program run by the 
nonprofit DiscoveryBound. “It’s a four-year program for 
high school Christian Scientists who want to develop their 

servant leadership skills through the lens of the Bible,” 
said Mary Sipes, the Executive Director of NLC. Students 
accepted into NLC must complete at least the bronze level 
of the Congressional Award. Sipes noted, however, that 
Henderson had begun prioritizing service well before she 
entered the program. “Meg was already an outside-the-box 
go-getter,” Sipes said. “When she came to the program, 

she had already started her search for 
giving back to the community.” 

For her exploration, which, accord-
ing to the award’s requirements, is an 
immersion in an unfamiliar environ-
ment or culture, Henderson traveled to 
Chestertown, N.Y. During the five days 
she was there, she worked on a farm 
and learned about the town’s histo-

ry, particularly focusing on its role in the Underground 
Railroad. 

Henderson spread her volunteer hours across the conti-
nent, helping nonprofits in Vermont, Louisiana, Missouri, 
and Mexico. She did earn some hours a little closer to 
home at Woodstock’s Community Campus, where she vol-
unteered as a Math and English tutor. “When I was young-
er,” said Henderson, “tutoring was definitely something 

After flood ravages, East End Park and 
River Trail restoration efforts continue
By Lauren Dorsey
Staff Writer

Woodstock’s East End 
Park and the start of the 
Ottauquechee River Trail 
(ORT) are well down the 
road toward a full recov-
ery following July’s flood 
events. The river, howev-
er, wreaked havoc on the 
ORT’s lower trails, where 
repairs have yet to begin. 

East End Park emerged 
after the flooding relative-
ly unscathed, according to 

past decade. “Had we not 
done that, [the river] really 
would have devastated the 
park again. The roots were 
so effective,” said Rossi.

The flood did wash out the 
lower part of an access road 
that runs down to the riv-
er. “There was some major 
damage there,” said Rossi. 
“It became a little bit of a 
cliff.” The waters also de-
posited a layer of silt onto 
the park’s flat areas and 
downed a few of the trees 

Tourism 
rebounded 
nicely during 
foliage season
By Tom Ayres 
Senior Staff Writer

Tallies of tourists visiting the Woodstock region dropped 
in the aftermath of July’s widespread flooding, then 
spiked to reportedly unprecedented numbers from Sept. 
15 through the end of October as the annual parade of fall 
leaf-peepers made their yearly junkets to the scenic Upper 
Valley.

“It started out as a tough spring and summer because of 
all the wet weather and flooding,” Woodstock Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Director Beth Finlayson said on 
Tuesday. “But the end of September and October have 
just been incredibly robust and busy,” she continued. 
“We’ve seen numbers at the Woodstock Welcome Center 

Parcel in front of 
library belongs 
to the Village
By Lauren Dorsey
Staff Writer

Last week, the Norman Williams Public Library 
(NWPL) board decided to transfer the responsibility for a 
roughly 7,000-square-foot parcel in front of the building 
to the Woodstock Village. The change will occur after the 
library completes the plot’s fall maintenance. The decision 
follows a recent discovery by Seton McIlroy, the Chair of 
the Village Trustees, that the Village officially owns the 
property. “The assumption that [people] were working 
under was that the land in front of the library belonged to 
the library,” said McIlroy. “I was looking at a zoning map 
and just happened to see that the property owner was listed 
as the Village of Woodstock.”

The parcel stretches between the library and M&T Bank, 
and it includes the NWPL sign. Specifically, it runs from 
the sidewalk leading up to the library’s entrance from 
South Park Street to the sidewalk in front of Splendid 
Bakes and the M&T Bank building.

Megan Henderson is shown working in the kitchen 
during an internship at Camp Newfound in Maine 
in the summer of 2023. The internship was a re-
quirement of the DiscoveryBound National Lead-
ership Council. 	          Courtesy of Gareth Henderson

“Every small act of 
service, even if it 

doesn’t seem relevant 
in the moment, is really 

beneficial in the long run.” 
— Megan Henderson

See MEGAN HENDERSON - Page 4A

See TOURISM - Page 4A

Jack Rossi, one of the lead 
volunteers of the Friends of 
East End Park. “We were 
quite amazed [at] how well 
the park held out,” said Ros-
si. “Whereas with Irene, we 
lost so much land, the area 
was down to virgin ground 
without any trees.” 

Rossi attributes the park’s 
outcome at least partially to 
its densely vegetated ripar-
ian buffer, which the group 
has filled with willows, ma-
ples, and birch trees over the 

that lined the river. 
As of today, the park 

stands nearly as it did be-
fore. Peter Butler, the park 
manager and a private con-
tractor, recommended that 
the park use a professional to 
remove the silt. “He felt that 
we should not get volunteers 
involved because of the po-
tential toxins that might have 
been present. We just didn’t 
know, and we decided to be 

See AFTER FLOOD - 
Page 4A See PARCEL - Page 6A
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cautious,” said Rossi. Once 
Butler finished removing the 
silt, volunteers got to work 
cleaning up debris, restoring 
the pollinator garden, and 
planting new vegetation.

In light of the potential 
danger the silt and washed-
out road posed to the chil-
dren who often frequent 
Music by the River, Pen-
tangle Arts decided to move 
the event to the Woodstock 
Green this past summer. “It 
was a safety issue,” said 
Rossi, “We didn’t know 
what the timeframe would 
be on repairing the access 
areas.” Given the speed of 
the park’s recovery, Pentan-
gle’s board has already de-
cided to bring Music by the 
River back to the park next 
year.

East End Park has not 
just been focused on recov-
ery this summer; it has also 
made significant strides to-
wards increasing the park’s 
accessibility. The park has 
added an accessible area un-
der its pergola, an accessible 
walk that leads to a parking 
space for disabled persons, 
and worked to ensure the 
access drive down to the 
river is graded smoothly to 
increase the number of peo-
ple who can use it. “We’re 

that was useful for me, and it still is. I really wanted to help 
the younger generation get that same benefit.” 

She also went to the Lower Ninth Ward in New Orle-
ans, where she installed drywall and prepped houses for 
construction. “I feel like I really made an impact on people 

by helping them 
with their homes 
and making them 
more livable,” said 
Henderson. “And the 
impact on me was just 
being able to know 
that every small act 
of service, even if it 
doesn’t seem relevant 
in the moment, is 
really beneficial in the 
long run.”

Henderson, who 
is also on the The 
Principia School cross 
country team, com-
pleted her physical 
fitness goals primar-
ily through running 
and cross country 
skiing. Her hours for 
the medal had to be 
outside of any school 
credit, which often 

meant running on the weekends or skiing during school 
breaks.

Henderson spent her personal development hours 
studying the bible. “I wanted to take a deeper dive into it,” 

like we’ve never seen before — and I’ve been here a long 
time.” The Chamber leader said the organization has been 
tracking tourism statistics since 2007 and added that “this 
is the busiest season we’ve ever had. The weekends of Oct. 
7 and Oct. 14 were just over the top, with more than 2,000 
people visiting the Welcome Center. Even last week, we 
were seeing 300 to 400 people a day, which is unusual.”

Continuing with her observations, Finlayson said there 
were still charter buses visiting Woodstock in sizable num-
bers well into the final week of October. “The other thing 
I can say is that there are younger people visiting the area 
and many people who drive here,” she noted. “It wasn’t 
the bus groups that were really driving the business. It was 
individuals, couples, and families, that kind of thing.”

Asked if the dining and hospitality infrastructure in 
Woodstock is adequately equipped to handle the fall 
tourism influx, Finlayson said, “Mondays are something 
we still need to work on as a community as far as dining 
is concerned. I know of at least one tour bus company that 
contacted us so that their bus drivers and tour coordinators 
knew to have them stop at the White Cottage or make sure 
that they came on a day other than Monday.” Non-profit 
groups and other food purveyors proffering their wares on 
The Green on Sundays and Mondays throughout the peak 
foliage period had robust sales, the Chamber leader added.

Billings Farm & Museum Executive Vice President for 
Operations and Engagement Michelle Adams reported 
similar observations to those shared by Finlayson regard-
ing the recently concluded peak tourism time in the region. 
“The good news is that we are ending this season at the 
end of October with a slightly lower visitation number – 
about five percent less than last year — but with a higher 
revenue number. That’s based on the fact that we have new 
programs that are generating revenue and we also have 
our Gift Shop, Scoop Shop, and our new food truck that 
is contributing to that.” The increased revenue at Billings 
Farm & Museum this year was four percent over the 2022 
peak season tally, Adams offered.

“Revenues are very important because as a non-profit 
we want to be sustainable,” Adams continued. “But most 
importantly, we do have visitation. We do everything we 
can to have people come and visit Billings Farm & Mu-
seum, whether they are paying or not. It could be the free 
programs that we do or the school groups that we draw. 
There’s a lot of ways to come to Billings. It could be with 
a library pass or by using some special programs where we 
don’t charge people full price for admission.”

Speaking about the past several weeks, Adams said 
Billings “definitely pulled through by having a really 
strong foliage season. One thing that really hurt us was the 
wet spring and, of course, the flooding. People really see 
us as more of an outdoor space even though we have some 
really great indoor exhibits.” Adams added that “yesterday 
[Sunday, Oct. 29] was a rainy day, and even though we 
had the family Halloween celebration, we had 530 or so 
visitors, when based on history we were expecting 700 to 
1,000, maybe even 1,500. In general, we are not a place to 
go in the rain — people don’t look to us for that.” While 
July attendance at the farm and museum was down by 
about five percent over last year, September and October 
attendance jumped by roughly four percent, despite the 
relatively lackluster colors on fall display in Vermont this 
year due to weather variations earlier in the year, Adams 
offered.

Regional efforts to dissuade one select group of tourists 
— camera-toting, fashionable, Instagram “influencers” — 
from descending upon madly popular, private properties 
with scenic overlooks such as those on Cloudland Road 
in Pomfret and surrounding the Jenne Farm in Reading, 
were largely successful, with orchestrated, well-signed, 
and policed road closures carrying the day for beleaguered 
farm and homeowners at the two iconic locations for 
snapping fall photographs. Commenting on the Woodstock 
Police Department’s role in enforcing the Cloudland Road 
closure on the small section of the narrow country road 
that extends southward from Pomfret into Woodstock, 
Village and Town Police Chief Joe Swanson said Tuesday 
that the effort was “completely seamless. We had no calls 
or complaints to respond to, which was what I was fearing 
going into it from a police perspective. There were no 
issues or hiccups.”

Residents of Cloudland Road, as well as public offi-
cials in Pomfret and Reading, have indicated that the road 
closure experiments may be continued for at least another 
year, given that the closings, along with the widespread 
posting of word about them on national and international 
social media platforms, clearly had the desired effect.

less fortunate. The floods 
devastated the area. “The 
field became a part of the 
river,” said Weschler. “The 
water must have been six, 
maybe ten feet deep.” Ran-
dy Richardson, the develop-
ment director at the Upper 
Valley Trails Alliance and a 
volunteer with ORT, agreed. 
“This massive wall of wa-
ter shot across the field. It’s 
just hard to even imagine 
the power of it,” said Rich-
ardson. “The river created 
a beach where there was no 
beach and fired huge trees 
and stones everywhere.”

Weschler partially credits 
the rip rap, stones placed 
along the river by the Army 
Corps of Engineers to pro-
tect the wastewater treat-
ment facility, for the trail-
head’s survival. “The rip rap 
protected the trailhead; [but] 
after the wastewater treat-
ment facility, it goes away,” 
he said. 

The trees that lined the 
far side of the field further 
demonstrated the impor-
tance of a dense riparian 
buffer. “The trees acted kind 
of like a filter. So much gar-
bage was caught by those 
trees. It’s mind-boggling,” 
said Richardson. 

Following the devastation, 

trying to accommodate as 
much public access as pos-
sible,” said Rossi.

According to Tom 
Weschler, the lead ORT vol-
unteer, the ORT trailhead, 
which has been the subject 
of controversy this sum-
mer after ORT volunteers 
cleared dead trees, invasive 
knotweed, and other vegeta-
tion from the area’s riparian 
buffer, fared similarly to the 
park, incurring relatively 
minimal damage. In addi-
tion, the water the trail did 
see came from overflowing 
culverts, not from the river.

The ORT trails that loop 
around the lower field were 

Weschler wants to signifi-
cantly increase the amount 
of vegetation along the riv-
er in hopes it will make the 
trails more resilient to flood-
ing. “One of the things we 
can do to mitigate this in the 
future is to strengthen the ri-
parian buffer by doing plant-
ings, which we will probably 
start in the spring. Especially 
on the lower field, where the 
river cut through, the buffer 
needs to be strengthened,” 
said Weschler. 

The ORT has yet to be 
able to start working on 
the lower field because the 
Woodstock Resort Corpo-
ration, which owns the field 
and allows its Billings Farm 
to use it for haying, has yet 
to give the group the green 
light. When they do begin, 
the work is going to be ex-
tensive. 

In the meantime, the 
group has not been sitting 
idle. In addition to repair-
ing the trailhead, the ORT 
has completed its Univer-
sal Accessibility Project. 
“The beginning of the trail 
is now usable to everyone, 
regardless of physical capa-
bilities,” said Weschler. The 
ORT added a wheelchair 
ramp, hardened the first 
third of a mile of the trail, 
and installed a secure railing 
alongside the stairs. 

Weschler estimates that 
the repairs to the lower field 
trail will cost somewhere 
around $30,000, which in-
cludes the trail work, recon-
struction of the bog bridges, 
bench replacements, new 
picnic tables, and signage. 
As a result, the group is ap-
plying for a series of grants 
to help them fund the recov-
ery. “[The ORT] was clearly 
adopted by the community, 
embraced, and loved,” said 
Weschler. “And we just want 
to get the trail back to the 
way it was.”

	

The flat, lower section of East End Park was submerged under the flood waters from the summer’s first 
flood event, which deposited a layer of silt when they receded. Some of the trees that line the park’s 
riparian buffer are still visible above the rising waters. 				              Jack Rossi Photo

Children playing in the East End Park labyrinth 
after the park’s restoration. According to Jack 
Rossi, the trees that line the Ottauquechee River 
helped mitigate some of the flood damage.   

Lauran Corson Photo

Megan Henderson (standing, farthest to right) poses for a photo with her National Leadership Council 
group during a hike in Colorado in the summer of 2023. 			          Courtesy of Gareth Henderson

she said. “I just find it fascinating how you can take some 
of the Bible stories that were written many years ago and 
relate them to our current society.”

As part of the program, Henderson chose a local mentor 
to help guide her through the process. “I got so lucky,” 
said Hanover resident Melanie Golder. Golder said that 
she has immensely enjoyed working with Henderson and 
helping her earn the bronze, silver, and, now, gold medals. 
“It’s been an opportunity to watch someone, essentially, 
grow, just like if you’re watching a flower unfold, or a tree 
expand. That’s exactly what’s happened with Meg. She’s 
really put down those roots and reached high. I’ve been so 
impressed with her capacity to thrive,” said Golder.

Henderson will attend a ceremony next spring where 

she will be recognized as one of this year’s 574 Congres-
sional Award Gold Medal recipients in Washington, D.C. 
“When it comes to Meg, she’s just done a tremendous job 
of applying herself, considering all the parameters and 
what’s been asked of her for the Congressional Award,” 
said Golder. “I think that’s been one of the most impressive 
parts to me, is her ability, her tenacity, and her willingness 
to go after these hard-to-reach numbers.”

Henderson wants to continue volunteering outside of 
the program and plans to go on another service trip in the 
spring. “We’re just very proud to see Meg get this achieve-
ment,” said Gareth Henderson, Megan’s father. “She’s 
worked very hard to get to this point, and learned a lot of 
valuable and important skills along the way.”

Megan Henderson (in back) 
and other students work on a 
house in New Orleans’ Lower 
Ninth Ward during a service 
project in 2021, a partnership 
between the local nonprofit 
lowernine.org and the Dis-
coveryBound National Lead-
ership Council.  

Courtesy of Gareth Henderson

Volunteers at the Ottauquechee River Trail work-
ing to pile and burn debris. 	         Tom Weschler Photo


