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Maybe offer a suggestion 
about content. Edwards, a 
resident of Barnard, was 
a Professor of English for 
thirty years at UVM. Since 
then, in twenty-two years 
of retirement, she’s been a 
tireless volunteer teacher 
for adult education here in 
Woodstock and the Upper 
Valley.

The induction ceremony 
was in Burlington this past 
weekend. The Academy’s 
citation says she was “popu-
lar and distinguished” in her 
university career. It charac-
terizes her later experience 
with adults as the creation of 
a kind of “informal college 
for seniors.”

That later work began with 
literature classes for Dart-
mouth’s adult ed program, 
once called ILEAD and now 
called OSHER, and it con-
tinued with similar classes 
at the libraries in Barnard 
and Woodstock. There were 
sessions on poets such as 
Emily Dickinson and Robert 
Frost, and on authors such 
as Edith Wharton and Edgar 
Allen Poe. To complement 
the lessons, Edwards orga-
nized field trips to literary 

landmarks, such as the house 
where Mark Twain lived and 
worked in Hartford, Conn., 
the Dickinson Homestead in 
Amherst, Mass., and special 
events such as a fascinating 
collection of Hemingway’s 
scribbled manuscripts and 
memorabilia stored in the 
John F. Kennedy Library in 
Boston, Mass.

Apart from the literature 
classes, Edwards devoted 

herself to encouraging old-
er people to write — and to 
eventually produce mem-
oirs to pass on to family and 
friends. She got me on this 
one. As a television reporter 
I was used to writing every 
day — fast, under a pres-
sure-cooker deadline. Retir-
ing back to my hometown 
of Woodstock, I feared the 
onset of a “use it or lose it” 
syndrome. I could lose my 
instinct for knocking it out 
as second nature. So when I 
heard about Edwards’ class-
es, I joined. Just for the heck 
of it.

She made us all write, and 
then read to the class, week-
ly pieces about our past. 
Critiquing by the group fol-
lowed — and then Edwards’ 
own, rigorous copy editing. 
All the while, she pushed 
the idea that we should one 
day organize our writings 
and self-publish a memoir. 
I wasn’t so sure about that. 
But her power of persuasion 
has produced remarkable re-
sults — in fact , it has result-
ed in twenty-five published 
memoirs by her workshop 
participants! That’s just so 
far. She’s still at it.

In the induction ceremony, 
Vermont’s Academy of Arts 
and Sciences summed up: 
“Margaret has given up her 
retirement to do this work 
because she loves it. She 
is the consummate teacher. 
She is selfless and she re-
mains unheralded. She has 
donated her life and talents 
to helping to enrich the lives 
of others and to improve her 
community.”

Oh yes. I finally suc-
cumbed to Margaret’s en-
treaties to produce my own 
memoir (not for sale, just for 
my kids and grandkids). I’m 
glad I joined her classes — 
for the heck of it. She’s still 
my editing guru. And I’m 
glad the Academy has hon-
ored her work.

Vermont Academy of Arts and Sciences 
honors Barnard’s Margaret Edwards
By Robert Hager
Special to the Standard

My editing guru has 
just been honored. 
Big time. Barnard 

resident and former Univer-
sity of Vermont (UVM) pro-
fessor Margaret Edwards has 
been inducted as a “Fellow” 
by the Vermont Academy of 

Arts and Sciences.
I call her my editing guru 

because I turn to her so of-
ten to review what I write. 
Proofread. Fix the grammar. 

Margaret Edwards, left, with Connell Gallagher 
of the Vermont Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
Edwards has just been inducted as a Fellow by the 
Academy for her lifelong work as a “consummate 
teacher.”		                  Prof. Lee Thompson Photo

Community Celebration
The Friends of East End Park volunteer group hosted an afternoon of music, food, and 
fun alongside the Ottauquechee River last Sunday. The Trail Break food truck, Woodstock 
Fire Department, and Billings Farm were on hand with a variety of food options, and the 
Ben Kogan Band performed in the amphitheater. Attendees were encouraged to bring 
picnic blankets and lawn chairs to enjoy the afternoon outdoors, and a community photo 
was taken by drone to commemorate the event. Above, attendees gathered to take a 
community photo. Far right, Eli Hubbell of Woodstock is ready to dive into yummy cotton 
candy. Below left, Ben Kogan and Andrew Brozek provided musical entertainment. Below 
right, the Woodstock Fire Department cooked up lots of good food for the celebration.
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